HOW FRANCE RECOVERED AND BECAME GREAT

of Hungary wrote to him: 'You are the pillar of Christendom9; the Doge
of Venice said: 'He is the King of Kings, nothing is possible without him/
Thanks to a merchant of Bourges, Jacques Coeur, who, starting with
nothing, had enriched himself by trading in precious metals, and then had
set up counting-houses throughout the Levant, there was no longer to be
seen 'in the eastern [Mediterranean] sea any mast which did not bear the
fleur-de-lys'. Where the knights' Crusade had not succeeded in giving
France protection over the Holy Places, that of the merchants ensured it.
Jacques Coeur, capitalist and speculator, became the financier, the ambas-
sador of die reign, until the moment when slanderous accusations and his
too brilliant fortune brought upon him his inevitable downfall. By means
of foreign alliances, Charles strengthened himself for the struggle, now
become necessary, against the 'sires of the fleur-de-lys', meaning the great
vassals of royal blood. This second feudality (Burgundy, Anjou, Bourbon
Brittany, Albret, etc.) did not respect the royal authority. The dukes of
Burgundy, 'Grand Dukes of the West', kcked only the tide of king, for
diey had the kingdom. Besides Burgundy, which Philip the Bold had
received as an appanage from his father, John the Good, they possessed
Flanders through marriage and governed all die Low Countries as far as
the Somme. In their capital, Dijon, they held a court at which French
culture was then better represented than in Paris; Burgundian art, particu-
larly its sculpture, was admirable. A veritable country, a new Lodiaringia,
was there taking shape along France's flank. In 1429 the Duke of Bur-
gundy had founded die Order of the Golden Fleece, a knighdy brother-
hood whose prestige became European. Summoned by Charles VII to
take his seat as a peer of France, Philip the Good (of Burgundy) proudly
replied: 'I shall go, widi forty thousand men/ The King of France freed
him of having to pay homage, because it was prudent to do so. Here was a
dangerous neighbour. In 1440 the great vassals organized a rebellion
against the King which was called the Praguerie, the reference being to the
Hussite uprisings in Prague, and to which the Dauphin, the future Louis
XI, adhered. In rebellion against both parental and royal authority, the
Dauphin Louis sought asylum with Philip of Burgundy. 'My cousin
of Burgundy knows not what he does', Charles VTI said bitterly. 'He
is suckling die fox who will eat his hens/ The father knew his son
all too well; he suspected him of having had Agnes Sorel poisoned; he
even thought him capable of parricide, but he left him his inheritance
intact. The king within him controlled his rancour as a man.

Louis XI is famous for two reasons. The first is that he was a strange,
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